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ay Having received a lengthy communication from 
our esteemed patron Mr. T. M. of Baltimore, sug- 
gesting many queries respecting the correctness of 
a work entitled ** Notes on the Parables ;’’ especial- 
ly the notes regarding the coming of Christ, predict- 
ed in the 24th of St. Matthew; and believing that a 
work entitled The Destruction of Jerusalem will not 
only satisfy our friend, but assist our readers im gen- 
eral to aright application of the before mentioned 
prophecy, we have concluded to publish it. 





The Destruction of Jerusalem, &c. 


The goodness of Gon stamps all his proceedings. It 
has pleased Him not only to communicate to mankind 
arevelation, which, to the pious mind, bears in its in- 
fernal texture its own evidence and recommendation, 
but also to accompany it with such external proofs of 
a sacred origin, a* seem calculated to strike, with irre- 
<i-tible conviction, even those who are least disposed to 
admit the truth of the Holy Scriptures. In order to 
evidence their divine authenticity, God has done as 
moch as man could possibly have required.* For, sup- 
posing that it had been referred to mankind to have 
prescribed for their own satisfaction, and that of their 
posterity, the credentials which His messenger should 
bring with them, in order to authenticate the divinity 
of their miseton, could the wisest and most sceptical 
amongst men bave proposed, for this purpose, any thing 
more conclusive than, 

ist. Demonstrations of power, surpassing. every pos- 
sihle effect of human skill and efforl—and 

2d. Intelligence relalire lo the fulure evenis and cir- 
cunstances af nations and individuals, which no hu- 
man sagacily would ever pretend to foresee or predict ? 

If such had been the evidences demanded, what ad- 
éiiion to them could possibly have been suggested ? Is 
itin the human mind to imagine any tests of divine au- 
thority better adapted, sooner or later, to expose the 
artifices, and frustrate the designs, of an impostor? In 
vain will the profoundest policy attempt to discover 
means more suitable to this purpose, and, with respect 
to the reception of the revelation itself, more perfectly 
fitted to banish all reasonable doubt on the one hand, 
and to invalidate the charge of credulity on the other. 
Now these, precisely, are the credentials with which it 
has pleased God to sanction the testimony of his inspir- 
ed messengers, as recorded in the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament. They wrought miracles : 
they foretold future events. Thus all that man himself 
could demand has been given, and objectors are left en- 
tirely witbout excuse. 

Jesus Caruist, the principal of those messengers, 
like his illustrious types and predecessors Moses and 
Elijah, proclaimed and attested bis divine mission at 
once by miraculous acts, and by prophetic declarations. 
(lis miracles were numerous, diversified, and performed 
iN various parts of his native country ; they were not 
frivolous tricks, calculated merely to excite wonder 





* This assertion is sufficient for the writers purpose. 


The fact, however, is, that the Almighty hath, in this 
respect, ae well as in every other, done for man “ ex- 
oeeding abundantly above ali that ‘he’? can ask or 
think.” ‘The scheme of that evidence which demon- 
strates the divine authority of the bible could only have 
been constructed by Him * who knoweth all things, 
and who seeth the end from the beginning.” 





and gratify curiosity, but acts of substantial utility and 
benevolence. They were publicly, but not boastingly 
and ostentatiously, displayed—in the presence not ef 
friends only, but also of enemics—of enemies exaeper- 
ated to malignity against him, because he had-censur- 
ed their vices and exposed their hypocrisy, and who 
were actuated by every motive which a spirit of re- 
venge could suggest to incurable prejudice, to induce 
them to detect the imposition of his miracles, if false, 
and to deny and discredit them, if true. To deny them 
they did not attempt, but they strove to sink them in 
disrepute, and thereby furnished a striking epecimen of 
those embarrassing dilemmas, into which Infidelity is 
continually betraying her votaries. They ascribed 
them to the agency of satan ; thus representing him, 
‘* who was a liar from the beginning,”’ as contributing 
to the diffusion of truth—** the Spirit that worketh in 
the children of disobedience’’ as promoting the cause of 
holiness, and as co-operating in the overthrow of his 
own kingdom, with Him who ‘* was manifested to de- 
stroy the works of the devil!!!” 

The prophecies of our Lord, as well as his miracler, 
Were many, and of great variety. They were not de- 
livered with pomp and parade, but rose out of occa- 
sions, and seem to bave resulted, for the most part, 
from his affectionate solicitude for those who then were, 
or might afterwards become, his disciples. While the 
fulfilment of some of these predictions was confined to 
the term of his mission and the limits of hie country, 
the accomplishment of others extended to all nations, 
and to every fature age ef the world. 

Of the prophecies which have already been fulfilled, 
few, perhaps, are so intefesting in themselves, or so 
striking in their accomplishment, as those which relate 
to the destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple, and 
the signal calamities which every where befe} the Jew- 
ish nation. The chief of our Lord’s predictions, rela- 
tive to these events, are contained in Mat. xxiv. Mark 
xiii. Luke xxi. Ib. xix. 41—44. Ibid. xxiii. 27—30; 
and we may with confidence appeal to the facts which 
verify them as conclusive and incontrovertible proofs 
of the divinity of his mission. Before, however, we 
enter upon this illustration, it may be gratifying to the 
reader, and add considerably to the interest of many of 
the subsequent pages, to give in this place a brief de- 
scription of that renowned city and its temple. 


Jerusalem was built on two mountains. Three ce}- 
cept that which was deemed inaccessible, and there it 
was defended by one wallonly. ‘The most ancient of 
these walls was remarkable for its great strength, and 
was, moreover, erected on a hanging rock, and fortified 
by sixty towers. 


tinguished by the extraordinary merit of its architec- 
ture, there were no less than ninety. 


ed, was erected on this latter wall, and even excelled 
it im the superior style of ils architecture: it was sey- | 





ebrated walls surrounded the city on every side, ex-| . é 
nearly sixty-eight feet long, more than seven feet high, 


On the middle wall there were ond 
teen towers only : but on the third, which was also dis- ' 


The celebrated White marble, in wniferm rows. 


tower of Peephinos, before which Titus at fret encamp- 





NO, 43. 





ties, beauty and elegance, was about fifty five cubits. 

They were all built of white marble ; and so exquisite 
was the workmanship, that each of them appeared ae 

if it had been hewn out of an immense single block of 

it. Notwithstanding their great elevation, they yet 
must have appeared, from the surrounding country, far 
loftier than they really were. The old wall, it has just 
been remarked, was built upon a high rock: but these 

towers were erected upon the fop of a hill, the summit 
of which was itself thirty cubits above the /op of the 
old wall! Such edifices, so situated, it is easy to con- 
ceive, must have given to the city a very great degree 

of grandeur and magnificence. Not far distant from 
these towers stood the royal palace, of singular beauty 

and elegance. Its pillars, its porticoes, its galleries, its 
apartments, were all incredibly costly, splendid and 

supurb; while the groves, the gardens, walks, foun- 

tains, and aqueducts, with which it was encompassed, 

formed the richest and most delightful scenery that can 
possibly be imagined. The situation of these stractores 
was on the north side of Jerusalem. Its celebrated 
temple, and the strong fort of Antonia, were on the 

east side, and directly opposite to the Mount of Olives. 
This fort was built on a rock fifty cubits in height, and 

so steep as to be inaccessible on every side ; and to 
render it still more so, it was faced with thin slabs of 
marble, which, being slippery, proved at oncea defence 
and an ornament. In the midst of the fort stood the 
castle of Antonia, the interior parts of which, for gran- 
deur, state, and convenience, resembled more a palace 
than a fortress. Viewed from a distance it had the ap-’ 
pearance of a tower, encompassed by four other (ow- 
ers, situated at the four angles of a square. Of these 
latter, three were fifty cubits high, and the fourth sev- 
enty cubits. 


The tower last mentioned commanded an excellent 
view of the whole temple, the riches, grandeur, and ele- 
gance of which it is not in the power of language. to 
describe. Whether we consider its architecture, its 
dimensiene, its magnificence, its splendour, or the sa- | 
cred purposes to which it was dedicated, it must equal- 
ly be regarded as the most astonishing fabric that was 
ever constructed. It was erected partly ona solid 
rock, which was originally steep on every side. The 
foundations of what was called the lower temple were 
300 cubits in depth, and the stones of which they were 
composed, more than sixty feet in length, while the su- 
perstructure contained, of the whitest marble, stones 


and nine broad. The circuit of the whole building 
was four furlongs; its height one hundred cubits; one 
hundred and sixty pillars, each twenty-seven feet high, 
ornamented and sustained the immense and ponderous 
edifice. In the front, spacious and lofty galleries, 
wainscotted with cedar, were supported by columns of 
In short, says Jose- 
phus, nothing could surpass even the exterior of this 
temple, for its elegant and curions workmanship. It 
was adorned with solid plates of gold that rivalled the 





enty cubits high, and had eight angles, each of which ‘beauty of the rising sun, and were scarcely less dazzling 
commanded most extensive and beautiful prospects.— | to the eye thon the beams of that luminary. Of thoee 
In clear weather, the spectator had from them a view| parts of the building which were not gilt, when siew- 
of the Mediterranean sea, of Arabia, and of the whole ‘ed from a distance, rome, says he, appeared like pillars 
extent of the Jewish dominions. Besides this there | of snow, and some like mountains of thite marble. 
were three other towers of great magnitude, named | The eplendour of the interior parts of the femple cor- - 
Hippocos, Phasae], and Mariamne. The two former, ‘responded with its external magnificence. It was de- 
framed for their strength and grandeur were near|corated and enriched by every thing that was costly, 





ninety cubits high; the latter, for its valuable curiosi- Lelegant wnd superb. Religious donations and offerings 
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bad poured into (his wonderful repository of precious 
stores from every part of the world, during many suc- 
cessive ages. In the lowcr temple were placed those 
sacred curiosities, the seven branched candlestick of 





pure gold, the table for the shew-bread, and the altar | 


of incense; the two latter of which were covered with 
plates of the same metal. In the sanctuary were sev- 
eral doors, fifty-five cubits high and sixtcen in breadth, 
which were all likewise of gold. Before theee doors 
hung a veil of the most beautiful Babylonian tapestry, 
composed of scarlet, blue, aud purple, exquisitely in- 
ierwoven, and wrought up to the bighest degree of art. 
From the top of the ceiling depended branches and 
leaves of vines, end large clusters of grapes, hanging 
down five or six feet, «ll of gold and of most admirable 
workmanship. In addition to these proofs of the splen- 
dor and riches of the temple, may be noticed its eas- 
tern gate of pure Corinthian brass, more esteemed even 
than the precious metals—the golden folding doors of 
the chamber—the beautiful carved-work, gilding, and 
painting of the galleries—golden vessels, &c. of the 
sanctuary—the sacerdota] vertments of scarlet, and 
purple—the vast wealth of the treasury —abundance of 
precious stones, and immense quantities of al] kinds of 
costly spices and perfumes. In short, the most valua- 
ble and presumptuous of whatever nature, or art, or 
apulence, could supply, was enclosed within the con- 


secrated walls of this magnificent and venerable edi- 
fice. 
So much concerning this celebrated city, and its still 


more celebrated temple. We shall now consider our 
Lord's prophecies relating to their destruotion. 
On the Monday immediately preceding his crucifix- 
von, our blessed Saviour made his public and trium- 
phant entry into Jerusalem, amidst the acclamations of 
a very great multitude of his disciples, who hailed him 
KinG oF S10N, and witb palm-branches, the emblems 
of victory, in their hands, rejoiced and gave praises to 
Gop for all the mighty works they had seen, singing 
“ Hosanna! blessed be the Kine that cometh in the 
name of the Lorn! Peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest!” But while the people thus exulted, and tri- 
umphantly congratulated the Mrssian, he, struggling 
with the deepest emotions of pity and compassion for 
Jerusalem, bebeld the city and wept over it, saying, 
“*1f thon hadst known, even thou, at Jeast in this thy 
day, the things that belong unto thy peace! but now 
they are hid frem thine eyes; for the days shall come 
upon thee, that thine enemies shal! cast a trench about 
thee round, amd keep thee in on every side; aud shall 
Say thee even with the ground, and thy children with- 
in thee: and they shal] not leave in thee one stone up- 
én another; because shou knewest nol the time of thy 
wisitation.”’ [Luke xix. 42—44.] On the Wednesday 
following, being only two days before his death, he 
went for the last time into the temple to teach the peo- 
ple : while he was thus employed, the High Priests and | 
the Elders, the Herodians, Sadducees, and Pharisees, 
successively came to him, and questioned him with 
subtilty, being desirous to ‘* entangle him in his talk ;”” 
to whom, with his accustomed dignity and wisdom, he 
veturned answers which carried conviction to their 
hearts, and at once silenced and astonished them.— 
Then, turning to his disciples, and the whole multitude, 
he addressed to them a discourse of very uncommon 
energy, in which, with most exquisite keenness of re- 
proof, he exposed and condemned the crnelty and 
pride, the hypocrisy and sensuality of the Pharisees and | 
Scribes. Having next feretold the barbarous treat- 
sent which his apostles would receive at their hands, 
he proceeded to denounce against Jerusalem the dire 
and heavy vengeance, that had for ages been accumu- 
Jating in the vials of divine displeasure, expressly de- 
claring that it should be poured out wpon the then ez- 
qsling generation, adding that inimitably tender and 
pathetic apostrophe to this devoted city, ‘* O Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 


» stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 


Ihave gathered thy children tegether, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye wonid 
not! Behold! your nousk is left unto you desolate ; 
for | say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth, till 
ye shall say, Blessed is ke thal cometh in the name of 
the Lord!» Mat. xxiii. 37—39. Having said this, he 
went out of the temple, and, as he departed, his dieci- 
ples drew his attention to the wonderful magnitude and 
splendor of the edifice. They spake, ** how it was 
adorned with goodly sfones and gifts ;”* and eaid unto 
him, ** Master, see ! what manner of slones and build- 
ings are here! And Jesus said unto them, See ye not 
all these things? Verily | say unto you, there shall not 
be Jeft here one stone upon another that shall not be 
thrown down.”> When we consider the antiquity and 
sanctity of the temple, its stupendous fabric, its solidi- 
ty, and the uncommon magnitude of the stones of 
which it was composed, we may, in some measure, con- 
ceive of the amazement which this declaration of our 
Lord raust have excited in the mind, of his disciples.— 
Nevertheless, this remarkable prediction, as we shall 
see in the sequel, was literally fulfilled, and, as our 
Lord had foretold, even during the existence of the 
generation to which he addressed it. 
(To be continued.) 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


“ And the head of Dagon, and both 


the palms of his bands, were cut off upon the thresli- 





old ; only the stump of Dagon was left to Lim.”’— 
1 Sam. v. 4. 


Several things have for some time been considered 
rather strange, and hard to be accounted for. Ortho- 
doxy, which in former times carried its head so very e- 
rect and gracefully ; and could see every thing so plain- 
Jy, that even light was unnecessary to its seeing all 
things, could hear co gnickly that it could plainly dis 
tinguish cases where there were no sounds, and could 
speak with an eloquence that no mortal could under- 
stand, seems of late to have no head, sees nothing, 
hears nothing, and says nothing! In former times too, 
this famous ido! could use its hands, both right and 
left, with an astonishing activity, and whoever had the 
temerity not to pay him the highest honors was sure to 
fee] their weight and that mostseverely, But forsome 
time this ido] seéms to have no hands; it can do noth- 
ing; and people can walk past it without paying it 
the least respect, and he raises not a hand against them ! 
Yet there seems to be a bulky mass of something that 
bas peitber head nor bands, which, perhaps, we may 
cal] its stump. 

Now the reasen of this, so great a change, is, the Ark 
of the covenant of God bas been brought near to this 
idol, and he has fallen before it. H. B. 


ED He 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


PROCRASTINATION, 


ADDRESSED TO A SCHOOL. 





PAUL AND FESTUS.—Acts xxiv. 


In the character and conduct of St. Paul, while there 
is much to condemn, there is more to admire. Of all 
the apostles, he had the greatest advantages, being a 
Jew by birth and entitled to particular privileges ; and, 





while most of the others were destitute of education, 
he was brought up “ at the feet of Gamaliel,” a noted 
doctor of law, by whom he acknowledges himself to 
have been taught ‘* according to the most perfect man- 
ner of the law of the fathers’—that is, agreeably to 





the Jewish tradition and the law of Moses. He was 


likewise ** zealous towards God ;”’ but like many oth 

ers of the Jews, who looked for the Saviour to appear 

with great external parade Jike that of an earthly mons 

arch, te was disgusted with the humbling entrance of 

the lowly Jesus into the world—he could not be Jed tg 

believe that the kingdom of the Messiah had come 

“* with 20 little observation,” or that the Son of God 

would choose for his associates and the promulgators of 

his gospel, the most illiterate and despised among the 

Jewish sect of christians, From the first account we 

have of Paul, he appears to have been a great enthu- 

siast in what he believed to be the true creed of faith. 

a firm supporter of rites and doctrines of the Jewish 

church. Led by his intemperate zeal, and his dishe. 

lief in the real Savour, he at first “persecuted the chureb 

of God,” and, as he, himself, confesses, was a willing 

witness to the death of Stephen, who fell a martyr to 

his master’s cause, by the hands of an unfeeling and 

unbelieving rabble. In those days, so great was the 

inveteracy against the followers of Christ, that it was 

thought a meritorious act to persecute them by igipris 

sonment and torture, without even waiting for the form 

of a legal trial. St. Paul observes, that by being 

foremost in such persecutions, by doing all in his power 

to prevent the spread of what be afterwards found to be 

the true religion, *he thought he was doing God service: 

and until the time of his conversion (which was about 

three years after the crucifixion of the Saviour) he was 

as indefatigable and unwearied in undermining, as be 

afterwards was in es/ablishing the canse and kingdom 

ofthe Redeemer. He found the religion of Christ daily 

increasing ; he was convinced that the blood of the 

martyrs was the foundation of the true church. He 

was suddenly arrested in his trade of revenge and per- 

secution againist the christians, on his journey to Da- 

mascus, by that Almighty band which afterwards sup- 

ported him in dangers, imprisonments and trials, and 

was instantly led to acknowledge that he could no 

longer resist that influence which urged him to engage 

in the service of his divine master. He conld no long- 

er withstand the operations of the Holy Spirit—ne 

longer fight against the compunctions of conscience :— 

and we now find the cruel, the malignant, the perse- 

cuting Paul, changed into a persecuted Cisciple of the 

humble Jesus, and manfully defending his cause and 

the interests of his religion, against the cavils and in- 

sults of his virulent accasers, and the partiality and 

prejudices of an infide) governor who was his judge.— 

Yet, in every danger, he was protected by that God 

whose cause he had so manfully, boldly and warmly 

espeused. His plea, in his own behalf, is one of the 

finest pieces of reasoning and eloquence ever produc- 

ed in any court. But no wonder ; they must be elo- 

quent whom God inspires. Without any able powerful 

friend—unblest with wealth, which, with the dissipat- 

ed, avaricious judge, would have been certain of pro- 

curing his discharge, be boldly stands forth to defend 

his newly embraced religion, and even dares openly to 

lash the bosom vices of the unjust, unfeeling, covetous 

Felix, ‘* who hoped that money should have been giv- 

ep him of Paul that he might loose him.’* But this 

servant of Christ was toe conscientious to have pur- 

chased justice om such terms ; be was too well acquaint 

ed with the corruptions of the Cesarian court not 
to know the means of obtaining his liberty—but had 
they been in his power to procure, he would rather 
have convicted the conscience of his judge than silenced 
it by a gift. Notwithstanding his apparently lonely 
condition as to friends, property or influence, such was 
the convincing power of his eloquence,—such was the 
force and energy with which he defended himee)f, that 
he confounded and silenced his accusers and the wit- 
nesses against him, and made even the stubborn heart 
of the governor bend to a secret conviction of his jono- 
cence. 80 completely did he vindicate himeelf from 
the charges alleged against him, and with such oper 
sincerity and honest bluntness «tid he lash the prevail- 
fing vices of a wicked court, that, as he ‘reasoned 
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righteousness, temperance and judgment to come, Fe- 
lix trembled ;*’ but instead of acting uprightly by this 
noble prisoner, and acknowledging that he felt a con- 
sciousness of Paul’s innocence & of his own depravity, 
ke endeavors to stifle the momentary compunction he 
feltand could not conceal, he defers passing sentence 
on him, hoping by delay to obtain some valuable pre 

sent, and says, ** Go thy way for this time; when I 
have a conventent season I will call for thee.” 

I might go on with the subject of these remarks and 
attend St. Paul through his various imprisomments, af- 
fictions and trials, until he was finally acquitted by A- 
grippa, and after various affecting incidents and misfor- 
tunes by land and sea, follow him to his death—a death 
which he fearlessly challenged, and willingly met as a 
martyr to the cause and establishment of the kingdom 
of the Redeemer. But my principal design in select- 
ing this chapter was to make some observations rela- 
tive to the answer given by Felix to Paul when arraign- 
ed before him, and to make a general application of it. 
*\ Go thy way for this time,’ &c. 

Of ali the vices which prevail among mankind, there 
is no one more common than than that of proerastina- 
tion. A dilatory, sluggish disposition seems to prevail 
on persone of every class in every etage and situation 
in life. It operates on the boy in performing his task ; 
on the scholar as it regards his studies ; on the debtor 
as to the fulfilment of his contracts; on the flatterer as 
it respects the performance of his proffered eervices, 
and on the christian as it concerns the interest of his 
coul. Unless some powerful motive excite, and some 
matter of interest, or fear of loss, disgrace or punish- 
ment strongly impel us, we are apt to put off to the /u- 
ture, that which eouwld be done and oughi to be done al 
present. To what difficulties do we subject ourselves, 
and to what miserable shifts and turns are we reduced, 
by delaying to the future what we could presently ac- 
complish, if we only put on resolution to begin it. If 
we would only allow reason and reflection to govern 
us, how often should we blush at the flimsy pretexts 
and idje excusee which this disposition to delay obliges 
us to invent, and palm upon ourselves and others. One 
man assigns the causes why he cannot comply at pre- 
eont—another says he has some particular private rea- 
eons which prevent him from giving his immediate at- 
tention. If yon knew the one, and attentively consid- 
ered the other, in all probability, you would find them 
both to be groundless, sbserd and false. Felix assign- 
ed no excuse to Paul for his delay in passing sentence 
—the truth of it was, he could invent none; it was 
only a motive in him to procrastinate in hopes * a 
more convenient season’? would arrive, when he should 
feel less compunction, and when his vices should not 
appear to him in those glaring colors in which they did 
at the (ime when Paul was arraigned before him. 

I will appeal to you, scholars, if this temper is not 
more or Jess felt, and more or less indulged in, by each 
of you present—and whether you do not observe it 
daily operating on others as well asin yourselves ?— 
Have you a difficult task to perform, an unpleasant 
study to engage in, or a perplexing Jesson to Jearn—do 
you not too frequently defer it to the future, and, eith- 
er from sbame, ill-will, or fear of imperfection, put it 
off until “* a more convenient season?’ Or from an 
opinion that a little labor, application or study will 
soon enable you to accomplish it or perfect yourselves 
in it, are you not too apt to postpone the considera- 
tion of it until fo-morrow, or some coming day, when 
you vainly imagine you shall feel more inclination and 
be more at leisure to attend particularly to it? Has 
Not this disposition to protract and defer }ed you to 
think, that if you did not pay such exact attention to 
your education, you would be equally respectable with 
thousands of others, or that there would be still time 
sudicient to put the good resolutions you had made into 
practice? Tn this way were you not often disappoint- 
ed in your expectations, and in this way has not your 


The day is at band in which you had determined to ap- 


rply yourselves to your necessary lessons—the moment 


arrives in which you were resolved to give them your 
undivided attention ; but it arrives only to be a renew- 
ed source of disappointment and mortification to you— 
it arrives only to be a foretaste, a certain prelude to 
your disgrace, and an evident proof of your neglect and 
stupidity. You find the task more difficult or more un- 
pleasant than you imagined. It requires more time, 
and a more profound exercise of your genius than at 
first you had the least ideaof. Besides, possibly some- 
thing has taken place which prevents you from apply- 
ing yourselves so closely to it as you at first designed. 
You wish, but vainly wish, that you had devoted some 
of those leisure or idle moments to the prosecution of 
it, which you have foolisbly wasted, and for which con- 
science how reproaches you. You feel perplexed by 
the burry which obliges you to improve the short time 
allowed you; you are necessitated to commit your 
themes imperfectly, and when called upon you often 
find yourselves more deficient than you were aware of, 
and you are ashamed to have your ignorance attributed 
to stupidity or negligence. 

Your yesterdays where are they ? Gone, irrevocably 
gone—and you might as well attempt to recover a drop 
of water which bas mingled with a fast flowing stream 
as to recover them. ‘The purpose you bad determined 
to pursue and accomplish to-day, is it accomplished? 
To-day is the to-morrow of yesterday; are you now 
wiser, happier, better, more informed or riper for death 
than you were then, when perbaps you had formed 
some good determinations which at this time you were 
to put into execution? Perhaps you stil] depend onhope, 
aod rely, at a Jate period, on some ‘* more convenient 
season.”” Old age or a sick bed, you probably imag- 
ine, will abewer your purpose of becoming good, serve 
to aesist your repentance, and enable you to put your 
good resolutions into practice. Benotdeceived. ‘The 
last relics of a dissipated viciour life are but a poor of- 
fering to devote to a righteous God. The age of mira- 
cles is past--for you the shadow of degrees which has 
gone by, returns not in the dial of Ahaz—the syn will 
not stand sti}! in Gibeon, nor the moon in the valley of 
of Ajalon.” Persuaded of this, lose no time ** in do- 
ing whatsoever your hands finds to do.”” Improve the 
life, strength, and health now allowed you--‘‘ choose 
you this day whom ye will serve,” and remember “‘ now 
is the accepted time.”” Defer pot a moment the im- 
portant, interesting concerns of Jife. Recollect (in the 
language of Dr. Cotton) **7'o-morrow ; it is a word no 
where to be found except in the foo)’s calendar; "tis a 
bankrupt, that takes thy ready cash & pays thee nought 
but wishes, hepes, and promises, Then etay the present 
moment, (my young friends,) imprint the mark of wis- 
dom on its wings; ’tis of more worth than kingdoms! 
far more precious than al) the crimson current of life’s 
fountain. Oh! let it not elude thy grasp, bot like the 
good old patriarch upon record, hold the feet angel fast 
until he bless thee.” 

Oh what is ime? Time wasled is existence, us'd is 
life. Part with no moment but in purchase of its worth 
—And for its worth, ask death beds, they caniell. J. H. 
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Pixymoutn, Marcu 29, 1823. 
Rev. and Dear Brother,— 

As it may be a satisfaction to you, to learn the state 
of things, upon Cape Cod, with respect to the preva- 
lence of the faith of Abrabam, | propose to give you a 
brief account of my journey, into a number of towns, a 
few weeks since. 

I left home on Thursday ; and. though the snow was 
deep, and some part of the way the travelling slow, yet 
1 proceeded as far as Sandwich.. On Friday, | visited 
some old scquaintatice, and preached in the evening in 
Rev. Mr. Goodwin's meeting-house. It was a full as- 
sembly, considering the season of the year. I met 





imtention peen defeated and your ambition damped ?— 








with a number of cordial friends. And from what! uf. 
derstood, a number of the most respectable people, afe 
inclined to believe that sin and misery will ultimately 
come to anend. 1 called on Mr. Goodwin, who ay- 
peared very friendly. 

On Saturday, the weather moderated, 
Mashpee, called on Rev. Mr. Fish, who is a worthy 
man, but afraid of Universalism. J preached in the ev- 
ening at a place called Cotuit, in Barnstable. Here F 
met with a number of professed Baptists, who had be- 
come Universalists. The meeting was ful] and atten- 
tive. Some in the neighborhood, | heard were much 
opposed. They were Calvinistic professors. They 
would not attend meeting. But assembled at the same 
time, near by, it was supposed to prevent others at- 


tending. 


On Lord's day, | proceeded to a place called Che- 
quoket in Barnstable, and preached in a meeting: house 
occupied part of the time by Rev. Mr. Sturtevant, at 
old acquaintance, a pretty rigid Calvinist; at whose 
house IJ called, but being from home, | did not see him. 
A considerable number of people attended meeting. — 
In the evening, [| returned a few miles back, and 
preached at a place called Oysterville. Here 1 met 
with some cordial friends, 

On Monday, though the weather war very cold and 
blustering, I rode to Barnstable town, and preached to 
an attentive audience in the Court-house. In Barnsta- 
ble an Universalist society has been formed, which ex. 
tends to a number of neighboring towns, where they 
have respectable committees, and many hearty friends. 

On Tuesday, I went to Hianas and preached in Rev. 
Mr. Peck’s Baptist Meeting-bouse. ! found a number 
of believers in the great salvation in this village. A 
spirit of inquiry appeared evident among the people. 

On Tuesday, | rode to Brewster, met with some re- 
speotable brethren, and preached in the evening in #« 
school-house. The nambers were more than could’ 
have been reasonably expected, as the weather & walk- 
ing had become disagreeable and the notice was short. 

Here | met with Brother Munroe, a yonng preselier 
of our order, on his way from Welfeet to Barro able.. 
Mr. Munroe bas taught a schoo), and preached at Wel- 
fleet the winter past. He gave me an interesting ac- 
count ef a challenge he received and accepted from 
Rev. Mr. Davis of that town. They met in the meet- 
ing-house, and spake about one hour and a half each. 
The assembly was large and attentive, till near the close 
of Mr. Davis’ speech, when they began to move out. — 
The probable success of such a debate will be the 
spread of truth. 

On Thursday, proceeded to Chatham, in company 
with Mr. Adino Hinkley of Barnstable town, who is ar 
understanding, zealous, and christian-like brother in 
the faith; and who came to meet me at Chequoket on 
the Sabbath, and accompanied me all the week, to the 
end of my journey, when he left me at Chatham and 
returned to his family. I desire to acknowledge this 
favorable providence, in having so agreeable a compan- 
ion fo introduce me among strangers, as well as to aid 
me on the way. At Chatham, I was welcomed by ma- 
ny wealthy, respectable people. 1 had a meeting the 
evening | arrived, though the weather was very dark 
and stormy. 

Ow Friday, | had a smal! meeting.at Chatham Lights. 
These meetings were attended in school-bouses, | 
met with some understanding, affectionate brethren 
who appeared desirous to obtain preaching in the 
county; if they could obtain one to labor from town to 
town, among them. I think it likely thet they will try 
to obtain Mr. Muproe. | found that Mr, Dean's visit 
last summer, was very acceptable to those who heard 
him. 

On Saturday, I called on the Rev..Mr. Ramond, am 
old friend, who was friendly as ever;. a very pleasant 
candid Hopkinsian. A meeting wus appointed for me: 
in his meeting-house in the afternoon, The weather 
being pleasant many people aftended. As Mr. Remind! 


and I rode to/ Va Sed ; : 
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was not willing that I should enter the holy of holies, I thought th 
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his pulpit,—1 only entered the holy place, and stood | That star on life’s tremulous ocean. 
upon the pulpit stairs. He did not attend. But urged The time is long past and the scene is afar, 


me to spend the night with him, which I did, anda 
more ayreeable visit, ] never made at apy brother’s 
house, who did not fellowship my sentiments. We 
conversed freely upon points wherein we differed. He 





Yet when my head rests on its pillow, 
Shall mem’ry often rekindle the star, 
That blaz’d on the breast of the billow. 


queried, and 1 answered. | tarried with him til] near) In life’s closing hour wben the trembling sou! flies, 


meeting time Lord's day morning. On this day, I 
preached in a small school-house, well filled with se- 
rious and devout worshippers. 

I bid the brethren farewell, and returned the same 
evening to Brewster, calculating to have a meeting, 
but the Baptists had appointed one in the same place 
which prevented, 

Monday I! returned to Hianas, spake to a few ; there 
happened to be a town meeting, which prevented mia- 
ny attending, who were very desirous of it, as some in- 
formed me. 1 crossed over to Barnstable town, tarried 
the night at a Capt. Croels, where I met Mr. Munroe 
again. He will spend a few sabbaths in Barnstable. 

On Thesday, | returned to Oysterville, and preached 
fo a small assembly in a school-house, and had a con- 
ference in the evening at a private house, which was 
very edifying and pleasant. 

Wednesday, | return to Cotuit, preached to a crowd- 
ed assembly in the afternoon, and had another confer- 
ence in the evening. 

Thursday was a pleasant day, I retarned to Sand- 





} And death chills the heart's last emotion, 


O! then, may the seraph of mercy arise 
Like a star on elernily’s ocean. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Lines on the Death of Miss S. W. P. 


Alas! all hope’s extinct! the lovely maid 
Reposes in the mansions of the dead. 
Consign’d to the recesses of the tomb, 

Where mournful silence epreads a sable gloom, 
She finds that rest which Jong she sought in vain— 
A kind asylum from disease and pain. 

But she was gentle as the zephyr’s breath, 

And sweetly placid in the hour of death : 

To Heaven’s will obedient and compo:’d 

Her short career of life she calmly clos’d. 

Yet kindred breasts regret ber early end, 





wich, met with kind friends, and preached in the even- | And mourn a lovely daughter, eister, friend ; 
ing in a school-house, to a full assembly, in a place | Submissive, fond, affectionately dear, 


called Seusset. 

Friday { left the Cape, returned through Wareham, 
where I spent the Sabbath at Washington Furnace; a 
goodly number attended. _I arrived to my family the 
suine evening; found them all well; and having met 
with ne disaster, nor suffered a moment’s illness, and 
lacked nothing, | render thanks to the Lord, for all his 
mercies. 

On a review of my journey, I must say it has been 
very pleasant, and profitable, though it was at an un- 
favorable season of the year. I was invited by the 
people upon the Cape to visit them at that time, be- 
cause soon, many who follow the sea, would be from 
home. The cause of gospel truth, | think is spreading 
rapidly upon the Cape. I was informed by one of the 
first eharacters, that a large portion of the most re- 


spectable people were inclined to the faith of Abraham. | 


I think, that before many years pass away, there 
will be sufficient numbers to support a number of 
preachers of the universalist faith on Cape Cod. So far 
as I have been acquainted, and from what I have heard 
from others, the people in general are remarkably kind, 
and generous, and hospitable. And I may add, | think 
uncommonly attentive to the subject of religion. 

Your friend and brother in the faith and fellowship 
of the gospel. SETH STETSON, 
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The following lines were extracted from the Poems of 
T. Moore. 


The Light House. 


The scene was more beautiful far to my eye, ~ 
Than if day ineher pride had array’d it, 

The land breeze blew mild, and the azure arch’d sky, 
Look’d pure as the Spirit that made it. 


The murmur rose soft as 1 silently gaa’d, 

O’er the shadowy wave’s playful motion, 

From the dim distant isle, the light bouse fire blaz’d, 
Like a ster in the midst of the ocean. 


‘No longer the joy of the sailor boy’s breast, 
Was heard in his wildly breathed numbers ; 
The sea-bird had flown to her wave-girded nest, 
And the ‘fisherman gone to his slumbers. 


One moment | ga2’d on the bill’s gentle slope,— 
All hush’d was the billows commotion, 
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Her mem’ry’s nurtur’d by a tender tear, 

Like the fresh beauties of a budding rose, 

Whose op’uing leaves a thousand charms disclose ; 
Cut, ah! to the corrosive worm a prey, 

It drops, it dies—its fragrant sweets decay. 

Thus prematurely did S fade! 

Thus, have her charms,—thus has her health decay’d ! 
But long the virtues of ber mind shall bloom, 

Aud friendship’s tears bedew her hallow’d tomb. 
Her memory, enshrin’d within each breast, 

Shall live till time and nature sink to rest; 

And the soft zephyrs of returning eve 

Shall waft a sigh to lost S *s grave. G. 


—————E —— 
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Religious Liberty. 


It is justly considered a great blessing to live ina 
free country, where all can enjoy civil and religious 
liberty : where all can choose their own religion, and 
connect themselves with that society, which they shall 
deem most agreeable to truth and righteousness. 

But what a pity it is that any should live in slavery 
and bondage in this free country. We deplore the sit- 
uation of many of the poor slaves in the southern states. 
We plead for their emancipation, as soon as the safety 
of the country, and their own advantage demand it.— 
We prohibit, by our lawe, any more slaves being brought 
into our country from Africa. How deplorable the sit- 
uation of those poor slaves, to be found in New Eng” 
Jand, whose bondage is far worse, than can be found 
perhaps in the south, or even in ancient Egypt. Some 
may be surprised at this euggestion; and exclaim 
where are slaves in bondage in New England! 

There are two kinds of slaves in New England.— 
Slaves of error, and slaves of tice. How many, other- 
wise, pious and respectable péople, are slaves of error, 
superstition, and delusion. In one town, a minister is 
bound in chains by an old creed, which he does not 
believe, drawn up by his ancestors, and handed down, 
by his predecessors. He must use it to please his mas- 
ter the church, or some old professors. 





of the church, perhaps two hundred exemplary chris- 





He keeps out} 





tians, for fear of offending fifty church members; (en 
males, and forty females. The minister must bow to 
the creed, like a slave to his master, when he despises 
it in his heart, and really wishes it dead and buried. 
Dead did | say, it is dead now, except in the remem 
brance of certain old people, that can remember old 
things, better than new ones. What a pitiful slaye 
(his poor minister is, who must bow and toil about this 
dead carcase of a creed, which if he could be persuad. 
ed to leave, the eagles would soon devour, 

In the same town,perhaps,we may find some poor slaves 
male or female, who drag along their carcase of super- 
stition, or form of religion, being driven by a master, 
Popularity, or mistress Praise-of-man. They must say 
and do things, which they do not heartily approve of, 
or lose the respect of their neighbors, and friends, bare 
their names cast out as evil, be called changelings, her- 
itics, and apostates. This host they dare not charge, 
to gain their independence, so they endeavor to beer 
the yoke which neither they nor their father’s were a- 
ble to bear. Such are many of the ceremonies of relj- 
gion instituted by men. 

But another, and a far more miserable class of slaves, 
found in New England, are those, who are in bondage 
to their rices. . How many are bound with the cords of 
their sins. How many intemperate, unclean, envious, 
covetous, malicious, proud, passionate people are to he 
found. How many murmurers and complainers. How 
many poor slaves to strong drink, which like a lying 
tyrant, promises liberty and happiness, but binds and 
beats them. ‘* Wine is a mocker, and strong drink is 
raging ; and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” 
Strong drink may be called a deceitful serpent, which 
takes fools captive at its will. Whosoever commits sin, 
is the servant of sin. The bondage of sin is the worst 
in the world, It is the slavery of the heart, and soul, 
and mind. Southern slaves may be the Lord's free- 
men: But Northern free-men, may be the devil’s slaves. 
What a slave the covetous man is. Le never enjoys 
what he has,because he has no more,or fears he shall love 
whathe has. He desires and has not. The passionate 
man is a slave. His passion rages like a tyrant over 
him. He is seized, bound, and beaten without merey, 
by his own evil temper. What wretched work does 
this tyrant passion make in society, where it takes cap- 
tive and makes slaves of husbands & wives, parents and 
children, brothers and sisters: ministers and people, 
rulers and ruled, orthodox and heterodox; churches,so- 
cieties, and nations. What a slave is he who follows 
his appetile contrary to his reason and judgment.— 
Those married tyrants passion and appetite rule over 4 
multitude of slaves in all countries. The thief, the pi 
rate, and the murderer, are government by these ty- 
rants. Low miserable are these poor slaves. They 
have no rest day nor night who worship this beast and 
false prophet. Where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. SEEK TRUTH. 
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INSTALLATION. 


On Wednesday next (23d inst.) Br. Tuomas Watt- 
TEMORE will be Installed as the Pastor of the * First 
Universalist Society, in Cambridge.’? The services 
will commence at two o'clock, P. M. Sermon by 
Rev. Jomn Bisse, of Brookfield. The Rev. Clergy are 
respectfully invited to attend. 














DIED, 

On the 3d instant, much lamented by a numerous 
family, and a large circle of connexions and friends, of 
a long and Jingering decline, which she bore with ebris- 
tian fortitude and patience, Many Bagou, consort 
Mr. Nathan B. of Monroe, aged 55. 

Celestial hope, with steady ray, 

Direct these mourners on their war, 
Through sorrow’s darksome gloom, 

Till kindred spirits meet again, 

And freed from sorrow, death and:sin, 
Stall triumph o’er the tomb. 
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